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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
” you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. 


If you haven't got 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 

1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you're getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
Part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 


If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 


Editorial and distribution offices 

Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 

Customer enquiries: 0424 755755 

Trade enquiries: 071 581 1371 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1994 
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Toad’s dream en Owl found me a limerick written by 


Edward Lear to put on this page: 


ALL ABOUT 
Wild cats | There was an old man from Dumbree Have you ever tried 
rea sabia ol Who taught little owls to drink tea; writing limericks? 


Making faces 2 


SECRET WORLD OF 
A farm in winter 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Happy New Year 


FASCINATING FACTS 


For he said “To eat mice 


ls not proper or nice,” 
That amiable man from Dumbree. 


One dark night in Farthing Wood, 
Adder and Owl were up to no good, 


New discoveries They decided to rob, Rabbit and Vole, 

PUZZLE IT OUT They had heard there were goodies in 
the Rabbit hole. 

Waiting for Santa Said Owl to Adder we need a plan 


So we can take as much as we can, 
We will have to get them out of their hole 
Before we can achieve our goal. 

Ow said to Adder leave it to me, 

Because | am as wise and brainy as can be. 
We will have to get some help from Frog 
And he can pretend to be a dog, 

He can start barking down their hole 

And chase out the Rabbit and the Vole. 
Said Adder to Owl you are as thick as a log, 
How can a Frog bark like a dog. 

Said Ow to Adder forget this plan 

I'm going home to my farmhouse bam. 

William Park, age 7% 
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There’s lots of aping about It’s chilly out there, so run 


this week and a lion lurking around, play a few games, a 
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Kevin Eland, age 6 


Toad’s dream 


When the animals of Farthing Wood came to 
the flooded quarry they met Whistler, the . 
resident heron. He kindly offered to catch 
some fish for them to eat. Toad wished he 
could fish as well but they kept slipping out 
of his hands! While Toad was busy a huge 
Carp grabbed him. It was thanks to Whistler, 
who caught the Carp, that Toad was saved. 


That night Toad dreamt of being a successful 
fisherman ... This is a game you can play on 


your own — see how many fish you can catch. 


You will need x 
A dice, counter, sheet of paper, pencil, felt 
tips or colouring pencils, scissors. 


How to play - 
Trace the fish outlines. from along the gcse 
of the score sheet O 

them out. Colour y 
each fish on the be 


Put the counter on the START square. Throw the 
dice to move the counter. Every time you pass a 
fish collect it on the score sheet. If you throw a six 
put one of the fish back. If you throw a six and 
have no fish to put back, go back to the beginning 
and start again. 

If you land in the tangles of weed you must throw 


the number on the square to get free and move on. 


Keep a record of your best day’s catch! 
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All About... 


A SURE SIGN 

Trees which have scratch marks and frayed 
bark at the bottom of the trunk have probably 
been visited by Wild cats. They use the tree 
trunks for sharpening their claws but 
naturalists also think they use them as 
signposts. By spraying the scratch marks with 
their urine, the Wild cat is leaving a smelly 
message for other cats. This tells them that 
the patch of land has already been claimed. 


66Greetings from the remote moors and forests 
of Scotland. If you walk up here, miles from the 
nearest town, and you hear loud miaowing, it's 
probably not a moggy that’s strayed from its 
human home but one of my family — the Wild 
cats. Of course, we're related to your pets 

and to cats like Tom in the supermarket, 

but we survive without any human help. 

There are other differences, too. For one 

thing, our call isn’t exactly the same as 

theirs: it’s deeper and sounds more like 

‘Mau’ than ‘Miaow’. Then there's our 

ets hunting technique. We stalk our prey, 
killing them swiftly with our sharp claws 

and teeth — we never play with live prey.99 


For many years, naturalists used to describe us 
as large, vicious creatures with dark, unbroken 
stripes down our sides, dark rings and a black 
tip on our tails and a creamy white stomach and 
throat. In fact, we vary a lot in our markings and 
size and many of us look quite like domestic 
cats. It’s not surprising, really, since we all 
belong to the same family. Many Wild cats have 
bred with domestic cats that have gone wild 
(these are called feral cats). 

As you can see, my coat is thicker and longer 
than that of the snoozing pet cat on the right, 
but it, too, has stripes and dark rings on the tail. 


We Wild cats spend most of the 
year alone. We patrol our territories 
mainly at night. During the day we 
rest up in our dens or on rocks or 
tree branches. In the early spring, 
however, we males take off to look 


for a female. This is when you 
might hear our loud calls. Once 
we've found a suitable mate, we 
will follow her and nuzzle her sides 
until mating. Our kittens (usually 
2-4 of them) are born around May. 


All About... 7 | : 


THE AMBUSH 


Sta | ki ng a nd pou ncing Another hunting technique is the ambush. We 
. [ A ; lie in wait, in a bush or among tall grasses, and 

66We Wild cats use War ous tactics THE POUNCE leap out when an animal passes by. If it’s a 

when we’re hunting. Like domestic : We slink right down so that we’re not bird and we miss it on the first pounce, 

cats, we’re experts at stalking.99 spotted and pick our way silently sometimes we jump up into the air and try to 


through the grasses or heather until we 
find a possible meal. Then we make a 
dash and pounce on the creature. We 
often catch rabbits and mice this way. 


knock it to the ground before it can fly away. 


Usually, we rest up during the day 
and only come out to hunt at night. 
But in the autumn, when we need 
to make an extra layer of fat to 
survive the winter months, we will 
hunt during the day, too. Our thick 
coats help us to survive the winter 
cold. But when the land is covered 
with snow for several weeks some 
Wild cats die because they cannot 
find enough food. 


Occasionally, eagles 
or foxes take Wild cat 
kittens but their main 
enemy is Man. In the 
past, many Wild cats 
were killed by 
gamekeepers. If a Wild 
cat is cornered it will 
do its best to defend 
itself: it arches its 
back, flattens its ears 
and raises its fur to 
look much bigger than 
it really is. With teeth 
bared, it snarls fiercely 
to warn off the 
intruder 


SENSITIVE SENSES 

Until recently, naturalists knew very little 
about the life of Wild cats. But with the 
help of radio collars and special 
night-viewing equipment they have 
been able to find out a lot more. 

They discovered how good the Wild 
cat’s senses of smell and hearing are 
when they found a female who was 
made blind for two weeks during winter 
because she had a disease. Even though 
she couldn’t see, she was able to patrol 
her territory and feed herself. 


3B PORTRAITS 


Simple drawings look flat because they 
are two-dimensional - they don’t show 
any depth. A three-dimensional (3D) 


@ SQUAREHEADS! 


q Draw six squares, each 12 x 12cm, 
on to card in the pattern shown. 
Cut the shape out. 


q Tape the squares together to 
make a cube and reveal your 3D 
portrait. Now try making a squarehead 
of yourself by looking in a mirror. 


REFLECTIONS 

To see your own profile, get two 
mirrors and place them at right-angles 
to each other to make a corner. When 
you look in one mirror you'll see a 
side view of your face in the other. 


2 On the bottom square : i 


draw a front view of your 
model's face. 


picture shows the sides as weil as the . BALLOON FACES You will need: 
front of an object - so it looks as if it is a round balloon, 
5 fs Sita - 7 

jumping out at you from the page. 3D yo Blu-tack, ee 


portraits are quite tricky te draw. @ 
But you can make a 3D portrait 

of someone by drawing their 
face on an object rather 
than paper. 

Take a look below. 


You will need: 
white card, pencil, felt tips 
or coloured pencils, 

scissors, clear sticky tape. 


q “Blow up the balloon and tie the end in 
a knot. Now stick the knotted end of the 
balloon to a table with Blu-tack. 


3 On the other squares draw a 
profile (side view) of each side of 
the model's face, then the top 
and back of the head. The last 
square is left blank. 


Now change places and have 
your balloon portrait drawn. 


3 Fill in the back and top of their head. 
Instead of drawing in the hair, you could 
stick on strands of wool or strips of fabric. 


SS 


2 Get a friend to sit in 
front of you and draw 
their face on the balloon. 
Then tell them to sit on 
one side while you fill in 
the side view. Repeat on 
the other side. 


Can you think of any other objects that 
might make a good base for a 3D portrait? 


WINTER 


_66From the edge of the 4 
wintry wood, where I'scrape 
®; around for insects’and see 


-on the farm. There’s still work to be dotié 
“winter. The farmer is often out in‘the fields 


quite close to the farm, to see if i 
anything worth pe king: ‘But have 
watch out for: far nimal ; 


per about in the sta 
_ fields. How many can y 
» thidden in th icture? 
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- HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Whether in January, February or June, 
the start of a new year is celebrated 
by everyone around the world at 
some time. It’s time for a fresh 
start and new adventures ... 


A sense of 
tradition 


MIDNIGHT MAYHEM 

In Iran, New Year is called No-Ruz, 
which means ‘new day’. Families 
expect funny things to happen at 
midnight. For example, goldfish are 
supposed to stand still in their bowls 
and eggs tremble! 


There are four rabbits hidden 
around the farm. Their white 
tails that bob up and down as 
they run are called scuts. 


Welsh mountain sheep are 
small, tough, sure-footed 
animals, kept for their lean 
meat. They can manage quite 
well on their own for most of 
the winter. They scrape 
through the snow cover to get 
at the grass underneath. 

In very hard weather 

the farmer feeds 
them extra food. 


Corgis have been bred as 
working dogs in Wales for 
centuries. They follow behind 
cattle, nipping at the heels of the 
slow ones. They avoid kicks 
because they are short. They 
are good rat-catchers, too. 


Turnips originally grew in the wild 
in Asia. British farmers started to 
grow them about two hundred 
years ago. They are tasty 
vegetables to eat with your 
Sunday dinner. Sheep also like to 
eat them when there is not much 
grass around. 


Silage is grass which is pickled 
and stored to use as animal 
food in winter. The easiest way 
to make it is in a silage clamp. 


This is just a heap of silage 
sealed in a plastic sheet. Silage 
is also made in large towers, 
called silos. 


Winter cabbages sprout 
during the winter, providing the 
farmer with a crop which ends 
up on the dinner table. 


Woodpigeons are plump, 
handsome birds with a 
tell-tale white patch on their 


A GOOD SOAKING 

In Laos, people go to the temple 
on New Year’s Day. In the 
temple courtyard people throw 


water at one another to wash 
away the old year! 


neck. They are definitely not 
the farmer’s favourite. Large 
winter flocks like to settle in 

Welsh black cattle can his fields to feed on crops like 

handle wintering out of doors cabbages and kale. 

when many breeds can’t. 

Developed from native Welsh 

cattle, they are common in 

Wales. Farmers keep them 

for both beef and milk. 


ON THE CROCK HEAP 
On New Year’s Eve in 
Denmark, people used to go 
round throwing old pots and 
dishes at their friends’ 
houses. If you had a large 
heap of broken dishes 
outside your door you were 
obviously very popular! 


I985-Oxen =: |9BO-Tiger 


Red kites are beautiful birds of prey 
rarely seen in Britain nowadays. In the 
sky you can recognize them by their 
deeply forked tail. Toy kites were 
named after the bird. They glide slow, 
over remote hillsides looking for 4 
rabbits or even dead 

sheep to eat. 


Polecats are mainly active at 
night when they hunt for 
voles, mice, frogs and worms 
over farmland. Polecats have 
a very strong smell and were 
once called foul-masts 
because of this. 


DOG, BOAR OR MONKEY? 
The Chinese believe that each 
year is named after one of 

twelve animals. 

They believe that a person born in 
that year will have the same 
character as that animal. Which 
animal are you? (Remember that 
the Chinese year runs 

from February to February.) 


I987— Rabbit. (S8E-Dragon 


ID89-Snake  (290-Hovse 


You will need: thin white card, four straws, 
ruler, pencil, felt tips or coloured pencils, 
Blu-tack, scissors, glue. 


FARTHING WOOD CALENDAR 


Make yourself a calendar for the new year. 


2 Measure and cut four straws so that 
each one is 15cm long. Stick the straws 
along the top and bottom edges of the 
card and along the two dotted lines. Stick 
your calendar to the wall with Blu-tack. 


2 
oT 
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q Cut a piece of card, 15 x 15cm. 
Measure and draw two dotted lines 
5cm from the top and bottom. 


a Measure and cut 
out 19 pieces of card, 
each 15 x 4.5cm. On | 
seven of them write 
the days of the week. 
7 On the rest of the 
ie ASu cards write the 12 


months of the year. 


3 Measure and cut out 12 squares of card, 
each 4.5 x 4.5cm. Write the numbers 0-9 on 
them. On the remaining two pieces write 


another 1 and 2. Decorate the squares. Squirrel says 


Keep your spare 
numbers, days and months 
in an envelope next to your 
calendar so that they 
don’t get lost. 


To use the calendar, slot the month, 
day and date along the straws. 
Don’t forget to change it each day! 


§ Decorate the days and 
months using a different Farthing 
Wood animal on each one. 


Se Wy Sy Sp Se OF Op Sp ah HH ae 


NeW YEAR HONEY GARE You will need: 


3 250g plain flour, 25g caster sugar, 1tsp baking 
Jewish people celebrate New Year (Rosh Hashana) owder, 1tsp cinnamon, 2 eggs, 100g liquid 
between the end of September and the beginning P go ne eggs, Nive 


honey, 50g vegetable oil, chopped almonds, 
of October. One of the foods they bake at New rip Be = ee two bowls: PP 
Year is a honey cake. : 


Q Mix the flour, sugar, baking powder and 
cinnamon in a large bowl. In a second bow! 
mix the eggs with the honey and oil. 


I Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas 
Mark 4. Grease a 23 x 33cm baking tin. 


Squirrel says 


Get an adult to 
take the cake in and 
out of the oven. 


a Pour the mixture into the tin. Bake 
the cake in the oven for 25-30 minutes. 


3 Slowly stir the dry mixture into the 
egg mixture until they are well blended. 
Stir in a large handful of almonds. 


yo 
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FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


NEW DISCOVERIES 


<¢ JUNGLE JIGSAW YWCUTE 
This is a picture of what BANDICOOTS 


a Vu Quang ox might New species are 
You might think we know about look like. It’s a mammal sometimes only slightly 
most of the world’s wildlife by now. which is thought to live in _ different from animals we 
But every year scientists and a Vietnamese forest - already know about. These 
explorers discover hundreds of new although nobody has young Spiny bandicoots 
species and add them to the list. ea seen one alive. may look like lots of other 

- si : cientists have found bandicoots, but they differ 

Many live on far-away islands, in skulls and a complete from the rest by having 
thick forests and lonely, wild skin and put the pieces spiny fur on their back and 
places, where they’ve been together to see what the _ belly and dark stripes on 

whole animal looks like. their face. 


hidden away for ages. Local 
people usually know about 
these creatures a long time 
before they are discovered 
by scientists and given an 
official name. 


A MEGAMOUTH 

One of the most amazing recent sea 
discoveries got tangled up in a buoy cable in 
Hawaii in 1983. It turned out to be a huge shark 
with an enormous mouth and was christened 
Megamouth. It’s no man-eating monster, 
though. It has very small teeth and feeds on tiny 
shrimps by filtering them out of the water. 


Nidan! 


< FOUND IN FiJi 

This Fijian crested iguana was first : What is the Loch Ness 
identified in 1981 on an island mohéter’s nickname? 
called Yaduataba, in Fiji. About 
30-40 new reptiles are discovered 
every year but not all of them live "SISSON : 

in the back of beyond. A new type 
of Midwife toad was discovered 
recently on the popular holiday 
island of Mallorca. 


Say hello to 
my cousin 


: <STRIPED BEHIND 
Spikey. 


What a strikingly striped 
backside! Every Okapi’s 
pattern is different — a bit 
like fingerprints. 
Although not as big as 
its relative the Giraffe, 


is sealer noses FISH OUT OF WATER 
a = _ This strawberry-coloured, worm-like 
je ie re a nS creature is actually a strange new 
size tdicom phos ’ ‘il catfish called Tarumazinho. It doesn’t 
Wasn't discovered anu live in water but prefers life under wet 


1200; Thatis ECause its leaves on the banks of streams in the 
very shy and lives deep Ammazdn iofest 
in the dark forests of : 


Ceniral Africa. 


NEW SHREWD 
Shrew has many relatives 
around the world but his 
cousin the Tanzanian 
shrew, Crocidura 
desperata, is one of the 
most recent to be 
discovered. With long, 
thick, greyish-brown 
fur it looks quite 
different from Shrew. 
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Puzzle if out == 

a WANT NG RE A WHO AMIZ 

a ; cal st is in RAT but not in HAT. 
FOR Heel My: 's in FOX and also in LOCKS. 
Lb Fi is in BOW but not in LOW. 


My fourth is in BITE and also in LIGHT. 


My fifth is in NAIL and also in SPLINTER 
My all is a bird you see in the winter. 
yr 


It was Christmas Eve and the young Fieldmice 
were tucked up in bed, fast asleep — or so 
their parents thought. In fact, they were much 
too excited to be anything of the sort. 
“Do you think that if we stay up, we'll see 
Father Christmas?” asked one of the Fieldmice. 
“Don’t know,” replied her brother, “but it’s 
worth a try. What shall we do to keep awake?” 
“We'll play games, tell jokes, do puzzles — 
that sort of thing,” said the eldest. “I have a 
i) riddle — does anyone know the answer?” 
of Do you? 
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WHAT’S ODD? 
Can you find 9 things 
wrong with the 
Fieldmice’s bedroom? 


SaUSENGHEN pense ieee —-—— a 


FARTRING WOOD 
ANIMAL SHADOWS 


One of the games the Fieldmice played was 
making shadow animals. You can make your 
own Farthing Wood friends by putting your 
hands close to a white wall in front of a 
light and copying the hands in the pictures. 


BABY RABBIT 


BUILDING BLOCKS 
Fill in the numbers starting with the bottom 
row. Each number in each row is the sum of 
the two numbers lying underneath it, for 


example: 
[513] 


The Fieldmice played and played until they 
could hardly keep their eyes open. One by 
one they crept into bed and fell asleep. 

Night passed and the pale sun rose in the 
sky while the mice dozed on. At last the 
eldest woke up. 

“Oh no!” he groaned. “Santa’s missed us!” 

“No, he hasn't,” squeaked his sister. “He 
came all right, but we must have been fast 
asleep. Look at all those presents!” 

All the mice looked in the direction she was 
pointing — and there was the most enormous 
pile of presents. They had missed Santa, but 
Santa hadn’t missed them! 


Move your fingers to wiggle his ears. 


FOX AND RABBIT 


Place one hand slightly behind the other. 


Wiggle your fingers to make 
his paws move. 
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COUNT THE PRESENTS 
How many presents are in the pile? 


Colour it (na — | 
BATTY BATS 
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